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at the critics for saying he was washed up. The sheer ecstasy
of creative writing having palled after the publication of
twenty volumes, pressure helped him to turn out his daily
stint. For the following seven years that pressure remained
so heavy and constant one comes to suspect he knew he had
to keep himself in debt in order to get his work done. " I am
swinging along a thousand words a day on a novel, and I
wouldn't break if off for anything short of the trumpets of
doom."

By November he had worked so faithfully and so well that
he sold the best of his prize-fight stories, "A Piece of Steak,"
to the Saturday Evening Post for seven hundred and fifty
dollars, and received a contract to supply them with twelve
stories the following year. When Burning Daylight was
completed he sold the serial rights to the New York Herald
for eight thousand dollars. Having acquired the privilege
of selling the reprint rights to as many newspapers as would
purchase them, the Herald wrote glowing, promotional
articles about Jack London and Burning Daylight which were
reproduced in the hundreds of newspapers buying the
serialisation. This favourable publicity offset the abuse and
ridicule he had been enduring.

Burning Daylight ranks with Call of the Wild, Sea Wolf, Iron
Heel, Martin Eden, John Barleycorn, Valley of the Moon, and
Star Rover as important American novels. The first third,
in which Jack portrays the history of Alaska before the
Klondike gold strike, and Burning Daylight's dash with the
mail from Circle City to Dyea, is the most stirring writing
to come out of the Frozen North; in the last third the
descriptions of the beauties of the countryside at Glen Ellen
reveal him to be a faithful lover of nature to whom nature
in turn reveals her beauties and subtleties; but the real
accomplishment of Burning Daylight, which purports to be
an action and adventure story, is the manner in which he
wove his socialism into the middle third, making it such
an integral part of the action and suspense that the reader
unsuspectingly drinks it in as a necessary development of the
tale. Burning Daylight, a Nietzschean blond-beast buccaneer,